
 

 

HWWI at the World Climate Conference in Madrid 

 

The HWWI was invited to a panel discussion on “Circular Cities for Nature” on the brink of the 
climate conference in Madrid. While the overall conference ended with a result which is 
broadly considered to be disappointing, the debates at the panel discussion underlined the 
potential of international cooperation in sustainability topics. 

 

Organised by ICLEI (Local Governments for Sustainability) and GPSC (Global Platform for 
Sustainable Cities) the focus of the panel discussion was on environmental protection via 
regional strategies for circular economy. Mirko Kruse, researcher at HWWI, presented the 
project CLEVER Cities in this context which HWWI contributes to as a project partner. The 
project focuses on nature-based solutions to address urban challenges and promote social 
inclusion. Concrete actions are to be tested in the frontrunner cities Hamburg, London and 
Milano before other cities, i.a. in South America and China are to be addressed. The 
presentation took a particular look on financial topics, such as how to finance pilot actions such 
as the creation of green spaces on former brownfields. In the scope of CLEVER Cities new ways 
of financing and business models are to be developed to channel the financial resources of 
public and private origin targeted. 

 

Another project of HWWI also with circular economy and has been mentioned in the 
discussion. Under the title “Regional Policy Actions for Circular Economy”, the project REPLACE 
aims towards enabling a synergetic use of measures for circular economy and to increase the 
efficiency of political instruments on a regional basis. 

 

Further presentations were held by the “Global Environmental Facility” in circular economy and 
biodiversity as well as on the gender aspect of environmental protection by “Women 
Organizing for Change in Agriculture and Natural Resource Management (WOCAN)“. Further 
short practical examples have been presented by representatives from different cities, 
thereunder Turku (Finland), Xalapa (Mexico), Campeche (Mexico), Lima (Peru) and the Region of 
Catalunia (Spain). 
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http://www.hwwi.org/publikationen/unsere-autoren/autor/details/mirko-kruse.html?no_cache=1
https://clevercities.eu/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/replace/
https://www.interregeurope.eu/replace/

